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On December 6, the famous 
Oleg Tabakov’s Moscow Theater 
performed at the Cultural 
Center of the city of Shchekino 
with a capacity audience.

Workers and veterans of 
Shchekinoazot, doctors, 
teachers, winners of 

pedagogical skills contests, employees 
of the social welfare service, active 
members of Shchekino Territorial 
Self-Government came to watch the 
wonderful comedy “A Doll for the Bride”, 
to see the performance of legendary, 
favorite actors, and just to spend a 
beautiful and interesting Friday night.

Shchekinoazot traditionally funds 
the event. The performance took place 
at the invitation of the State Duma 

deputy, member 
of the Culture 
C o m m i t t e e , 
Natalia Pilius.

“In the Shchekino 
district, there are 
a lot of people 
sincerely devoted 
to theater, who 
follow premieres, 

attend performances,” the 
president of Shchekinoazot,

Boris Sokol, said.
Boris Sokol. “We are implementing 

a project in the Tula region that 
is aimed to take famous Russian 
theaters even closer to the audience. 
Representatives of the cultural 
community, government and business 
joined their efforts to make it come 
true. Here, in the Shchekino district, 
the best performances of the best 
Russian theaters are held for children 
and adults with full houses. The 
shows are charitable, and we are 
proud to support such a wonderful 
project in our region. This is a great 
honor for Shchekinoazot and for me 
personally. I am convinced that this 
experience of involving territories and 
their inhabitants in the maelstrom of 

the country’s cultural life serves higher 
purposes when everyone can witness 
beautiful examples of theatrical art 
... I thank all my colleagues for the 
partnership in the project aimed at 
the popularization of theatrical art, for 
their responsiveness, and personal 
involvement. And I wish all theater-goers 
the joy of watching the performance.”

“The Year 
of Theater, 
announced by 
the Decree of the 
President of Russia 
Vladimir Putin, is 
drawing to an end 
in our country. And 
in Shchekino the 
program, which 

was realized thanks to the support 
of our socially responsible partner, 
Shchekinoazot, is continuing”, Natalia 
Pilius told Sloboda. “The Culture 
national project is mainly aimed at the 
accessibility of culture for members of 
the public. It is wonderful that in the 
Shchekino district we were able to 
show the best performances of leading 
theaters for children. And now we have 
brought the famous Oleg Tabakov’s 
Moscow Theater with the play “A 
Doll for the Bride” to the Shchekino 
Cultural Center. This invitation became 
possible also due to the fact that now 
the theater is headed by the national 
artist of Russia, beloved Russian actor 
Vladimir Mashkov, who was born in 
Tula land. We work with him in the State 
Duma in one committee — me as a 
member of the Committee on Culture, 
he as a member of the Public Council. 
And we managed to realize our dream, 
i.e. to invite one of the leading Moscow 
theaters to visit Shchekino land ...

In 2019, eight performances of 
Russia’s leading theaters, including 
children’s ones, were shown in 
the Shchekino Cultural Center 
and Cultural Center “Khimik” 
in the village of Pervomaisky.

We brought a musical to Shchekino 
where fourth-year students of the 
Russian University of Theater Arts 

performed. These guys have already 
toured France and Italy, some of 
them sing in the youth team of 
the Bolshoi Theater,” commented 
Natalia Pilius. “Therefore, people 
who came to the performance 
saw future world-class stars.

They showed the young audience 
performances of the theater of Sergei 
Obraztsov, Kaluga Puppet Theater, 
Tula Youth Theater and many others. 
By the way, the Tula Youth Theater and 
Puppet Theater received significant 
assistance under the “Theaters 
for Children” project this year. The 
Puppet Theater will be reconstructed, 
the roof has now been repaired, and 
major repairs will be made next year. 
This is a historical building,and so 
extensive work remains to be done to 
preserve this monument. Moreover, 
the Puppet Theater is a place where 
young spectators take their first step 
into theatrical life. It is very important 
that in the districts of the Tula region 
there is an opportunity to show 
performances, and a lot depends 
on the active measures of local 
authorities. In our region, the program 
“Local Cultural Center” is being 
implemented. New Cultural Centers 
are being restored or built under this 
program. Theaters gladly travel to Tula 
districts. We would like theatrical life to 
be accessible to everyone. Thanks to 
modern technology, anyone can buy a 
ticket to any theater in Russia directly 
from home. Theaters are becoming 
more and more accessible, and this 
is important for the cultural and social 
life of our country. The Year of Theater 
is drawing to an end, but we still have 
several projects related to children’s 
theaters. We hope that we will succeed.

The author of the play “A Doll for 
the Bride” gave it such a genre 
definition — “rural suffering”. 

Each character suffers in their own 
way. Lisa (Kristina Babushkina), still 
unmarried for a long time but going 
to marry a merchant, begins to suffer 
when a noble retired officer Sergei 
(Alexander Fisenko) arrives in the 

village. She  finds him better than 
her chosen one. Liza’s neighbor, a 
drunkard Kolka (Sergei Ugryumov), 
suffers from eternal hangover, and 
Liza’s mother (Raisa Ryazanova) 
suffers because her daughter is 
about to leave her home. Spectators 
were waiting for the “suffering” of 
the Moscow artists impatiently.

Gennady Vladimirovich 
Zaitsev, member of the board of the 
Veterans Council of Shchekinoazot:

“Thanks to our 
dear company, 
and to Boris 
A l e x a n d r o v i c h 
Sokol personally, 
for providing 
us with such 
an opportunity 
to touch the 
beautiful and visit 

the theater. We are grateful for what 
they are doing for our village and 
for the whole Shchekino district. My 
wife and I rarely go to the theater, 
so every time is like a huge event.

Vladimir Valentinovich 
Shchedrin, member of the 
Veterans Council of Shchekinoazot:

“When I was 
offered to come 
to the theater 
today, I was very 
happy about this 
opportunity. And 
when I saw who 
will participate in 
the play, I was 
inspired! People’s 

Artist of Russia Raisa Ryazanova, 
we love and respect her very much, 
especially for her part in the film 
“Moscow does not Believe in Tears”.

Nina Nikolaevna Gavrikova, 
member of the Veterans 
Council of Shchekinoazot:

“The last time I visited the theater 
was two or three years ago, we usually 
go to Tula. So, it was very pleasant to 
receive an invitation to the performance 
of Tabakerka artists in Shchekino and 
to see such renowned theater masters 

live. Thanks to 
Shchekinoazot, to 
Natalia Pilius for 
arranging such 
pleasant surprises 
for us, veterans. 
I love theater! It’s 
nice to relax, and 
when I come to the 
theater, I feel very ... 

proud! I really want to see our Alexander 
Fisenko on the stage, he studied 
at the same school as me, school 
No. 15 in the village of Pervomaisky. 
Moreover, we know his parents!

The popular theater and film 
actor Alexander Fisenko, who 
was actually born and raised in 
the village of Pervomaisky in the 
Shchekino district, plays one of the 
leading roles in “A Doll for the Bride”.

“Since childhood, I was fond of 
sports, like my dad, and music, like 
my mom,” recalls Alexander Fisenko. 

“Our village was 
a great example 
for others, so 
there were enough 
sport classes: 
hockey, swimming, 
v o l l e y b a l l , 
basketball, football, 
skiing ... Now I 
try to come to 

my small homeland often, since my 
parents and friends live here, my 
sister frequently visits the village. I 
come with joy and even with thrill The 
village has changed for the better 
in recent years, we must pay tribute 
to Shchekinoazot. Well-groomed, 
wonderful park, roads, infrastructure. 
Everything has changed for the better.

When asked about the 
creative work, Alexander smiled:

“Two plays were created in a year 
and a half: “Matrosskaya Tishina” and 
“My Fair Lady”. Also, our premiere is 
“The Government Inspector”. This is a 
very high-quality, energy-consuming 
work, visually spectacular. Visit our 
theater, we will be glad to see you!
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Hundreds of Shchekino residents came to see Oleg Tabakov’s Moscow Theater performance “A Doll for 
the Bride”.

Oleg Tabakov’s Theater performed 
“A Doll for the Bride” for 

Shchekino residents

Rural suffering: Kristina Babushkina, Raisa Ryazanova and Sergey Ugryumov captured the public’s 
attention from the first minutes of the performance.
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